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Remarks on the Exctse; and the Farming it, foewn to be injurious to the Province. 


Calin thinking ra whom no Faith can fix, 
Of crooked Councils, and dark Politics. Pope. 
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F all public Robberies, nore are fo atrocious in their Natures, or mifchievous 

in their Confequences, as thofe perpetrated under the Sanétion of LAW. 

For this Reafon, it may juftly be wondered, that the civil Ruler, whofe 

Office it is to punifh illegal Invafions of the Rights of the Subject, fhould 

fuffer a Proftitution of his Authority, in Support of the mott flagitious Enctoachments. 

This Defeét in public Adminiftration arifes chiefly from a vartial Confideration of 

} ) 

thofe Evils which any particular Law is defigned to remedy. The /malle/? Injuries 

are often very apparent, while the moft flagrant Enormities, by being lefs expofed to 

View, affect us not fo nearly. »Errors of this kind have formerly been very frequent 
’ ) q 

in this Province; the Confequences of which, Time and Experience have, in many 
Inftances, fufficiently evinced. Among others, the Excise, or Duty laid upon 

> ' : > \ } the 

Retailing of Strong Liquors, as the Manner of it is hurtful to the Subjeét, falls 

properly under the Confideration of the Independent Reflector. 


Ir muft be confefled, that no Method can be more effectual, to reftrain Luxury 
and Intemperance, than fubjecting them to Duties or Penalties : Hence an Excife upon 
Retailers of Strong Liquors, may be both ufeful and neceflary. Befides, when the 
Public has Occafion for a Sum of Money, it is raifed by a Tax; and it is far more 
reafonable to tax the Luxury, than the /ndu/lry of a People : For which Reafon, every 
Retailer of Strong Liquors, is loaded with a fupernumerary Tax, to which Men of 
other Occupations are not immediately liable: Yet as the Retailer, by Reafon of 
the Tax, is obliged, in Juftice to himfelf, to fell his Liquors at a more advanced 
Price, than otherwife he would, the Community in general muft eventually feel the 
Weicht of an Excise. And tho’ the Juftice of this Impofition cannot be denied; 
the Method ufed to raife the Monies for which it was laid, ought to be carefully 
attended to, 


Ir is a ftanding Maxim of Englifh Liberty, that no Man fhall be taxed, but with 
“his own Confent.” When the Legiflature decree 2 Tax, as they reprefent the 
Community, fuch Tax ought to be confidered as the voluntaty Gift of the People, 
to be applied to fuch Ufes, as they, by their Reprefentatives fhall think expedient : 
It follows, therefore, that the Legiflature is bourid to raife and difpofe of the public 
Monies, in the Manner intended by the Community. Nor can any Government be 
fuppofed faithfully to difcharge their Truft, in the Difpofition of the Sums  arifing 
from Taxes, contrary to the Defign with which the Subject fubmitted himfelf ‘to 
them. But I appeal to the Judgment of my Readers, whether the Excife has 
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been managed, in the Manner they would have chofen, had it been left to their 
Choice and Direétion.---During the Adminiftration of Governor Hunter, in the 
Year 1713, an Act was paffed for laying an Excife, on all Strong Liquors retailed in 
this Colony. The Monies: arifing by Virtue of that Act, were to be applied “ to 
“« and for the paying and difcharging, the publick Debts of this Colony, fuch and 
« <a fuch Manner, as fhould be directed and afcertained, in an Act thereafter for 

) Purpofe to be made.” This Act the Legiflators themfelves muft have 
one defective : For tho’ it was, the fame Year, continued by another Act, it 
ig Certain, that a few Days after, they pafled a Third, entitled, 42 Act for tating 
away Doubts and Scruples relating to letting the Excife. But notwithftanding any 
Thing, that might therein have been advanced, as explanatory of the firft Act, it is 
certainly very faulty and defective. By an Act paffed in the Year 1739, this Excife 
Act was again continued till the Year 1757, and particularly applicd to finking two 
Emiflions of Bills of Credit, the firft amounting to the Sum of £. 27680, railed by 
an Act commonly called the fr/? Long Bill, pafled in the Year 1714, for paying 
off the provincial Debts ; the Second, to the Value of 41517! Ounces of Platc, 
equal, to £. 16607 Currency, raifed by another Aéct for the fame Purpofe. And 
indeed this Application was extremely proper: For whenever an Emiflion of Money 
is made upon the Public Credit, to anfwer any particular Emergencies, the 
Government ought to provide proper Means to fink it; otherwife that Credit muft 
of Courfe diminifh, and its Bills depreciate in Value, in Proportion to the Time 
they remain current. But whether thofe Emiffions are entirely funk, is not in 
my Power to determine. By annual Acts, which our Affemblies, have of late 
Years, thought expedient to pafs, the Excife is applied to fink the Emiffions of Bills 
of Credit iffued upon that Duty, purfuant to the Directions of “an Act for that 
Purpofe, pafled in the twenty firft Year of his prefent Majefty’s Reign. Through 
the Defects of the firft Act, and of the general Tenor of the yearly Acts, the Subject 
has already fuffered many Grievances, and may hereafter fuftain frefh Impofitions, by 
Exactions of the Farmer, on legal Pretenfions, but in direct Contradicticn to the 
Spirit of the Briti/> Con/titution. 


One of the greateft Defects of thofe Ads, is, that the Farmers are not thereby 
requir’d, to grant the Excife to the Retailers, even tho’ the latter fhould be willing to 
pay them, the whole Amount of the Duties, impofed upon their Liquors, by the iirft 
Claufe of the firft A&. This will appear to any One, who will give himfelf the 
Trouble of perufing the Acts. And altho’ our Excife-Law, grants the Farmer notiing 
more, than the Duties laid by Act of Ailembly, upog retailed Strong Liquors ; yet, 
he is not prohibited, from demanding of the Retailers, more than the Duties of their 
Liquors amount to, nor obliged by Law to grant the Excife to any One; initead of 


being content, with what the Law particularly grants him, he may take Advantage of 


our defeétive Adis of Afflembly, by preventing Perfons from retailing, unlefs they chufe 
to pay whatever extortionate Sums, he, in his great Mercy, fhall think proper to demand, 
A terrible Alternative this, for a Free-born Subject to be reduced to! He mutt even 
be denied the Privilege of retailing his Commodities for home Confumption, or purchafe 
that Privilege at too dear a Rate, for a bare Subfiftance: Should he attempt to affert 
his native Freedom, and retail without a Licenfe, nothing lets than his total Ruin 
would compenfate for fo daring a Prefumption. His Liquors would become a Prey, 
to the Avarice and Extortion of a Fellow-Subject; and thofe Means of L om for 
which he had pawned his Credit or Eftate, fall a Sacrifice to the infatiable Vengeance 
of the Farmer. But that the Legiflators, ever intended to grant, fo ae ALY, a Power 
to thofe rapacious Monopolifts, cannot by any Means be fuppofed: Why then, 
fhould thofe petty Tyrants be licenfed, to depredate the Fortunes and Libertics of the 


Subject, while the fame enacting Power, that gave them a civil Exiftence, can, at any 
“ une 























The INpFEPENDENT REFLECTOR 7 
Time annihilate them, and rid the honeft Retailer, of fo unjuft an Impediment to his 
Induftry and HappinefS ? How vain are all our Pretenfions to Liberty, while we expofe 
our civil Priviledees to be thus trampled upon, by the moft unworthy, infignificant 
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Tue Exciie is, indeed, expofed to yearly Sale; by which Means there is a bare 
Pofitbility, of our being annually freed, from a Subjection to the Farmers.---But as long 
as there are Men amongft us, whole Coniciences will fuffer them to live by Extortion, 
I fear, we fhall never want Chapmen for fo alluring a Bargain: And therefore, the 
Provifion made by the firft Act, that the Juftices of the refpective Counties, upon 
Default of Farmers, fhall difpofe of the Excife to the Retailers, will feldom, if ever, 


produce a Jubilee to the latter. 


AnotHer Difadvantage, flowing from the Imperfection of our Excife Law, is, that 
by enabling the Farmers, to exert fo unlimited a Power over the Retailers; the 
Freedom of Elections, that greateft Badge of Britib Liberty, is in imminent Danger of 
being wreited from us, when ever it fuits the Farmer’s Intereft, to buly himfelf in 


Matters of that Kind. 


Ir we look into the Parliamentary Proceedings of our Mother-Country, we fhall 
find that the mzin Objection againft the famous Excife Bill, was, that an Increafe of 
the Number of Officers, dependent upon the Crown, would tend to the Advancement 
of regal Prerogatiy e ; and expofe the Liberty of the Subject, to be trampled upon by 
mercenary Placemen: And tho’ the Circumftances of the Province, refufe a Similitude 


> 


in this Article ; yet our Excife Scheme, fhould it be fuffered to continue, as it does 
inevitably abridge, our Conftitutional Privileges, fo muft it perpetuate to the latett 
Polterity, a moft difpicable Opinion, of the civil Principles of their Anceftors. It is 
not to the Invafions of the Crown, that our Liberty is expofed, but to the daring 
Encroachments of every defigning Fellow, of fome Credit, and no Confcience ; to him, 
who can give Sureties, for Payment of the purchafe Money into the Treafury, on 
Condition of exacting from his Fellow-Subjects, without Mercy or Reftraint. Should 
it be urged, that the Number of Farmers in the Province, is too fmall to have any 
confiderable Influence in Eleétions ; this I muft pofitively deny. The Intereft of a Set 
or Party of Men, is not onlyto be meafured by their own Number, but muft alfo be 
éeftimated, from the Number of Votes at their Command. It is cafy then, to conceive, 
that a Farmer of the Excife, having many who hold the Liberty, of maintaining 
themfelves and their Families at his Election, and during his Sovereign Will and 
Pleafure, may oblige thofe, who dare not forfeit his Favour, to vote as he pleafes. 
But fhould it even be fuppofed, that fuch an Intereft as this, could have no great 
Prevalence in an Election, one fingle Vote obtained by coercive Means, is an Infringment 
and Abufe of our Conititution ; and deprives the Eleétor of that Liberty, which not even 
the Crown, much Jefs an iniquitous Subject, fhould be fuffered to ravifh from him. 


Bur further to inforce this Reafoning, I beg Leave to produce an Example, which, 
from its Parity to the prefent Cafe, may be more convincing to many, than the moft 
elaborate Arguments. In the Debates of the Houfe of Commons, upon the above 
mentioned Excife Bill, Sir Thomas Afton, declares, ** That it was his Misfortune to 
“ know too much of the Influence, that the Officers of the Cuftom and £xci/e, had 
“* at Elections: For at his own Eleétion, there were many of the Voters fo free and 
** open, as to come to him, and tell him, that they would vote for him, rather than 
** any other; but that thofe Officers had threatned to ruin them if they did.” May 
Wwe not juftly be fuppofed, to run the fame Hazard with our Farmers of the Excife ? It 
is in their Power, to fway the Voices of the Retailers; and fhould the latter refufe 
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to fubmit, the Farmers may, for the fame Reafon, threaten to ruin them. They are able 
to carry the Matter ftill farther :--For fhoul.’ they incline to be CANpIDATEs, by their 
Power in Eleétions, they would, perhaps, procure themfelves, to be chofen into the 
Affembly. So that one Day they might be feen hurrying to the Houfe, to give their 
Votes, for enhancing the Severities of our Excife Laws ; and foon after, induftrioufly 
reaping the Fruits of their Labours, by plundering their Fellow-Subjects, under fo 
venerable a Sanétion. Nor (fhocking as it may feem) do we want Proofs, in the 
Behaviour of many of the Reprefentatives in our former Affemblies, that this has 
actually been the Cafe. It was their common Praétice yearly to purchafe the Excife. It 
is difficult for any Man to diftinguifh the public, from his own private Intereft; nor 
were they, fo much poffefled of the Virtue of Self-Denial, as to prefer the former to the 
latter: In fhort, they were not afhamed of being lefs governed, in the Exercife of their 
legiflative Capacities, by a laudable Ambition to ferve their County, than by a 
boundlefs Defire, of augmenting their private Fortunes, 


Tuese are Confiderations fufficiently important, to merit the Attention of the 
Leciflature : Nor would their Interpofition, in a Matter of fuch high Concern, to the 
Welfare of the Province, be an inconfiderable Acceffion, to the Glory of their 
Adminiftration. ‘They are exalted above the common Level, not as Objects to be 
gazed at by the Vulgar, but that by their Elevation, they may be enabled to look down 
on the A@ions of Men, and defcriminate the honeft Subject, from the defigning 
Villain. The illuftrious Orb of the Sun, is not placed on high, to ftrike us with his 
magnificent Appearance, but to difpenfe his genial Influence to the whole Syftem. 
They are cloathed with Power, not to fport with the Interefts of Human Nature, 
but to be faithful Guardians of the Liberties of their Country. One may therefore 
modeftly hope, they will no longer fuffer, fo unjuftifiable an Encroachment, to fhelter 
itfelf under the awful Sanction of Law. And glad fhould I be, to have it in my Power 
to congratulate my Countrymen, on fo memorable a Deliverance ; whilft I left the 
Enemies of Truth and Liberty to humble themfelves in Sackcloth and Athes. But 
this being too extenfive a Subject, to be fully difcufled at prefent, the Reader may 
expe to fee it refumed, in fome future Paper. B. 


HIE Author acknowledges the Receipt of the Letter fubferibed Politicus ; but begs the 
Gentleman's Excufe for juppreffing it, as containing a /trong Tinéture of Party-Spirit, 
which, he thanks Heaven, is of late jo happily fubfided, that he fould think himfelf ill entitled to 
the Charaéler of a Lover of his Country, was he in the leaf? inftrumental in its Renovation, 
or the kindling it up a-frefh. But on any unexceptionable Subject, he will be proud of the 
Corre/pondence of fo ingenious a Writer. 

The Gentleman who is fi preffing, for the Remedy of the Grievances he mentions, and who 
diftovers fuch an animated Zeal for the public Welfare, as renders his Sincerity altogether 
ungueftionable ; is hereby defired toaccept the Author's moft grateful Acknowledgment for the 
Letter figned Shadrech Plebianus, and the many valuable Hints wherewith he has furn:foed 
him ; feveral of which had already engaged his Attention, and the reft he may depend upon feeing 
wrought up in fome future Numbers of the Independent Refle€tor. 

The Letter figned Atticus, is alfo come to Hand, and would nat fail of inflanth meeting 
with proper Regard, had not the elegant Writer beftowed fuch Encomiums on the Author, as 
might occafion an ill-natut’d Conftruction on bis Modefty, was it publifbed before he is convinced 
by the General Voice, that they do not exceed his Merit ; for which Reafon, aon it will give 
no Offence to defer its Publication ta a more feajonable Opportunity. He cannot, however, 
fuficrently admire the Wit and Humour it contains, and ardently wifbes Sor more Examples of 

¢ flowing Vein, and ornamental Style, of fo maferly a Writer. , 
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